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Mystical ideas; I can slip into them as into old slippers; I feel at
ease in them; but prefer to go barefoot.
Wonderful example of "que" used in the manner of the English
"but":
"Though an angry God does not appear to men but with a dazzling
pomp, still he is never more terrible than in the state in which I am to
represent him: not, as one might think, borne on a flaming cloud from
which shoot thunder and lightning, but armed with his blessings and
seated on a throne of grace." (BossuET: Sermon sur Tardeur de la
penitence.)3*
The things for which one would be willing to die. Page of Les
Nouvelles Nourritures, Need of increasing joy.
I have perhaps done a few miserly things in my life; the important
thing is having also done some generous and prodigal things; and I
could not say of the two which were the more spontaneous (the latter
probably), the more natural
The rather narrow wish for a comfortable victory of "good" over
"evil" has lamentably retarded the progress of humanity.
2 September
Back from Pontigny. Tropical heat. At the hospital where I go to
see fiveline, I learn from Domi that Mme Soupault has just given birth
in the next room. He dined the day before with Soupault. He expects
to see him again this very evening. Quite amused by the combination
of circumstances, I think of giving Domi a commission for Soupault,
asking him to send to Dorothy Bussy a set of proofs of the book by me
that he is publishing and of which she is impatiently awaiting the text
to translate it.35 Domi promises me, if he doesn't see Soupault this eve-
ning, to write him. It would be much simpler to write him myself. But
this would be letting a call of fate go unanswered. The amusement I
get from taking a sudden advantage of an odd combination of circum-
stances has made me lose many a game of chess. I cannot resist the
appeal of a risky move; attraction of the unexpected, which, in some
very rare cases, can lead to the most fecund discoveries. Annex to the
psychology of the gambler.
34 Sermon on the Ardor of Penance.
85 Philippe Soupault, then associated with the house of Editions Simon
Kra, was bringing out Gide's Un Esprit non prfoenu (An Unprejudiced
Mind), which was completely printed by 8 September 1929. Domi is Domi-
nique Drouin, Andre Gide's nephew.